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the Germans declined even to discuss the offer. The reason given for this attitude was that Rieger had spoken, in the Bohemian Diet, in the language of the majority of the inhabitants of Bohemia !
The Czechs, on the other hand, despaired of winning support from progressive Germans opposed to bureaucratic centralism. It seemed to them as if there were no such Germans, or if there were, that they were powerless. They therefore compromised with the forces in power, even if these represented naked clerical and aristocratic reaction, hostile to the social and cultural demands of the majority of the Czechs. Such an attitude on their part was likely to repel the growing democratic German forces. When Badeni issued the decrees on Bohemian bilingual arrangements, the most reasonable thing he had ever done, he used police power against German obstruction in Parliament. But it was the Socialist M.P.s and the Viennese Socialist workers who opposed such un-parliamentary procedure, and who began the mass-movement that overthrew the government. The ro actionary policy adopted in 1849 had succeeded in setting national and social democratic forces against each other.
(d) THE NEW SOCIAL FORCES
During the 30 years that separated Rieger's unsuccessful appeal from the fall of the Badeni Government, the social forces acting on the Austrian political stage had fundamentally changed. Middle-class Liberalism had collapsed, amongst the Germans after the crisis of 1873, an(l amongst the Czechs and other Slavs because of its obvious inability to fulfil their national demands. It is true that among the Slavs the first romantic reactionary tendency caused by this failure very soon gave way to new and somewhat democratic, though no less nationalistic trends. But the democratic nationalists of the early twentieth century were hardly more ready for compromises than their conservative predecessors of the seventies had been. Among the German, lower middle classes, Liberalism was replaced by avowed chauvinism, combined with anti-Semitism as the typical lower middle-class method of opposing Viennese High Finance, which was held responsible for the 1873 crisis and all the subsequent evils which overtook the " little man ". Among the Slav peoples, apart from the Poles with their aristocratic leadership,1 mass-
1 Among the Poles, lower middle-class nationalism was represented by the so-called Socialists, under Pilsudski.